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“I think being able to experience  
classical music, or any music, no  
matter what you do, is such a gift. And 
I’ve been fortunate enough to not take 
it for granted, not take my music or my 
ability to play for granted. I think  
I’ve been really, really fortunate.”

– Adela Ramirez, Senior Symphony Cellist

“At our last concert [at the Royal Concertgebouw] 
you could just feel the energy. I usually never smile  
when I’m performing because I have to be really 
focused. But the energy of the audience and the 
musicians around me was just so powerful… 
I couldn’t help but smile.”

– Akilah Muhammad, Violist and 2024 Grad

“I am such a different person than 
I was last year when I was first in 
this band. I was so shy, and it was 
harder for me to interact with 
everyone. But now, I feel like I’ve 
really come out of my shell thanks 
to MYSO.”

– Alex Lewis, Seel Pan Musician

“The first thing I tell my students: don’t  
worry about it. Make as many mistakes  
as you can, because you're going to  
learn from those mistakes. Of course,  
every once in a while, I get to talk about  
that as a life metaphor, too.”

– Tim Rush, Steel Band Director and Alumnus
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Dear MYSO Family 
and Friends,

Our Mission
We nurture, challenge, and  
inspire young minds through 
music, profoundly changing 
lives and our community  
for the better.

Thanks for making 2023-24 a season of milestones for our students at the  
Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra.

Because of you,

•	 MYSO musicians returned to world touring and showcased their talents in  
Belgium and the Netherlands; 

•	 We delivered music education to nearly 1,000 students and reached another 
6,000 who attended our free Community Concerts;

•	 We helped to fulfill the wish of a young Milwaukee vocalist in a first-time  
collaboration with Make-A-Wish® Wisconsin

•	 We celebrated 20 years of Community Partnership Programs—expanding  
equitable access to music education; 

•	 Our Pathways to Success signature event raised a record $365,000 to  
support financial aid for young musicians in need.

You helped make 2023-24 a season of resilience and growth, for our students— 
and our organization. In a challenging time for arts organizations, your support  
kept MYSO financially strong, able to provide high-quality music education and  
performance opportunities.

We know there’s more to do—to reach more students who can thrive through the 
power of music...to raise public awareness of the impact that you’re helping us 
make...and to strengthen our leadership in the community. And we look forward to 
meeting these challenges—seizing these opportunities—with your help.

We’re happy to celebrate your wonderful impact in 2023-24. 

Thanks to you, our students could hear and see you in music—nurturing, challenging, 
and inspiring them to change lives and our community.

In gratitude for your partnership,

Linda J. Edelstein 
CEO

Amy Croen   
Board Chair

1,000
NEARLY 1,000 YOUNG 

MUSICIANS SERVED 
WEEKLY

8–18
MUSICIANS ARE 

 AGES 8–18

620K
WE PROVIDE NEARLY 

$620,000 IN FINANCIAL 
AID AND SUBSIDIES

25K
WE HOST 25,000 

AUDIENCE MEMBERS  
AT 150 CONCERTS

6,000
WE REACH 6,000 YOUNG 

AUDIENCE MEMBERS 
THROUGH 25 COMMUNITY 
AND SCHOOL CONCERTS

50%
OF MYSO MUSICIANS  

ARE PEOPLE OF COLOR

200
SCHOOLS

MUSICIANS ARE FROM  
200 SCHOOLS AND  

90 ZIP CODES

Who We 
Are

Photo by Ron Oshima
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Our Stories:
Musicians
Composing a Life:  
Claire Fifarek’s MYSO Story

When sixth-grader Claire Fifarek first picked up  
her viola to audition for MYSO, she couldn’t 
have foreseen how profoundly it would shape 
her future. Now, in her senior year, Claire reflects 
on a journey that has redefined her world.

MYSO quickly became more than just an after- 
school activity. It was a place where Claire’s  
musical talents were developed and refined. 
Playing both viola and oboe, she found herself 
immersed in challenges that pushed her beyond 
what she thought possible. “I would not be who  
I am today without MYSO,” Claire says.

In the orchestra, Claire discovered a new language 
of leadership. She learned to communicate without 
words, guiding her section through the subtle 
projection of her sound. This silent dialogue 
of music became a metaphor for her personal 
growth, teaching her to listen, adapt, and lead in 
all aspects of her life.

One pivotal moment stands out in Claire’s  
memory. During a rehearsal, she found herself 
frozen, instrument forgotten, as she listened  
in awe to a fellow musician’s solo. It was then  
that Claire truly understood the power of the 
community she had joined.

MYSO’s impact extended far beyond the concert 
hall. Claire’s newfound confidence spilled into her 
academic life, sharpening her focus and amplifying 
her achievements. As she looks toward a future 
in engineering, Claire knows that the skills honed 
in MYSO—attention to detail, time management, 
and the ability to harmonize with a team—will be 
invaluable.

“I would not be who I am today 
without MYSO,” Claire says.
“It’s scary to think that I won’t have the continuation 
of MYSO next year,” Claire admits, “but it is huge 
to me to see that I can step out and create  
something else similar or even completely new.” 
With the foundation MYSO provided, Claire 
stands poised to orchestrate a future filled with 
promise and possibility.

Photos by Roost Photography, Ron Oshima
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Our Stories:
Musicians
Harmony in Growth:  
Lileth Gayle’s MYSO Journey

In the bustling halls of the Milwaukee Youth Arts 
Center, 12-year-old Lileth Gayle has found her 
second home. A talented clarinetist in her third 
year with MYSO, Lileth embodies the power of 
music education.

As a member of MYSO’s Wind Ensemble, Lileth 
has discovered more than just musical skills. “It’s 
given me a chance to make new friends and meet 
new people,” she says with a smile. Her journey  
with MYSO began in fifth grade in the Prelude 
Wind Ensemble program, and the changes in her 
personal growth have been remarkable.

“I’ve become a little more outgoing,″ Lileth reflects.  
“In fifth grade, I would have said I’m not really  
an outgoing person. I liked to keep to myself. 
But now, I will make new friends and be really 
kind toward other people when I’m talking.″ This  
newfound confidence is a testament to the  
nurturing environment MYSO provides.

Beyond social skills, Lileth’s musical education 
has had a profound impact on her academic life. 

“One of my hardest subjects is math. Since I  
started MYSO, I’ve been finding I could keep up 
with math a little bit more,″ she explains. “I’m 
counting more and using my head when I’m  
playing my instrument. I can also put my skills to 
work when I’m doing math.″

Lileth’s mother, Sharveta Parker, notes another 
crucial skill her daughter has developed.  

“Participating in MYSO and the arts has taught  
her how to be more of a cooperative learner,”  
she observes. “She’s able to be successfully  
independent while understanding her role as  
part of a team or an ensemble.″

Looking to the future, Lileth hopes to continue 
with MYSO through high school. Her aspirations 
include pursuing architecture with a minor in 
clarinet performance, showcasing how her musical 
education has shaped her long-term goals.

“I’ve become a little more  
outgoing,” Lileth reflects. “In 
fifth grade, I would have said I’m 
not really an outgoing person. I 
liked to keep to myself. But now, 
I will make new friends and be 
really kind toward other people 
when I’m talking.” 
For Lileth, MYSO is more than just an after-school 
activity. “This place has become a second home 
to me,” she says. “The community is just really 
awesome, and people make me feel happier and 
confident that I can do more difficult things.”

As MYSO continues to nurture young talent like 
Lileth, it’s clear that the organization’s impact 
extends far beyond music. It’s shaping confident,  
well-rounded individuals ready to face the world’s  
challenges with creativity and collaboration. Lileth’s 
journey is a shining example of how MYSO is not just  
creating musicians, but empowering future leaders.

Photos by Michelle Hoffman, Ron Oshima
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The 97-member orchestra performed in Queen Elisabeth Hall, in  
Antwerp, Belgium; Parkzaal at Musis Sacrum, in Arnhem, Netherlands;  
and the tour culminated in a concert  at the famous Royal Concertgebouw  
in Amsterdam on July 17. The then-American consul general to the  
Netherlands, Kate Nanavatty, introduced MYSO and thanked the  
orchestra for a “simply spectacular” performance.

Cellist Noor Salameh summed up her once-in-a-lifetime concert experience:

“Excitement and concentration echoed through the halls as we awaited  
curtain call. Repeating a concert for multiple nights is a rare treat for  
our youth orchestra, and being able to witness the progression of our  
performances after this past week has been such a joy. I am especially 
grateful tonight as I play my final MYSO concert after a decade in the  
program. And I am simply in awe of my fellow youth orchestra musicians.”

2023 Belgium and 
the Netherlands Tour
Our top orchestra is regularly acclaimed for its  
international tours, including our July 2023  
performance and cultural tour to Belgium and  
the Netherlands.
Photos by Liyu Chen, Mark Goldstein, Kathy Morency, Carter Simmons
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Calypso, MYSO’s first 
steel pan experience, 
was created in 2007, and 
due to its popularity, the 
Soca steel band formed 
in 2013. 

Prelude Orchestra was started in 
2012 to create a bridge between 
MYSO’s Progressions and String 
Orchestra programs. 

Begun in 2022, MYSO’s newest  
program, the Prelude Wind Ensemble, 
provides beginning instruction in 
woodwind, brass, and percussion 
instruments to fifth- and sixth-grade 
Milwaukee children. 

Community Partnership 
Programs’ 20th Anniversary 
In 2023–24 we celebrated the 20th anniversary of Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra’s Community  
Partnership Programs. These programs offer music education in a variety of musical genres, from strings to 
band instruments, jazz, steel pans, and even bucket-drumming. They seek to include students from the City of 
Milwaukee, students of color, and students who otherwise lack access to music education because of financial 
and other barriers. The ensemble training format goes beyond teaching music. It fosters development of skills 
like teamwork, leadership, empathy, and resilience—all essential for future success.

MYSO launched its inaugural 
Community Partnership program, 
Progressions, in 2003-04, providing  
beginning string instrument  
instruction to Milwaukee third  
and fourth-graders.

MYSO Jazz Studies 
was founded by Cliff 
Gribble in 2004. 

MYSO Scholars, a 
beginning string 
program for  
elementary school 
children in a  
predominantly 
Latinx public school 
in Waukesha, was 
founded in 2009. 

MYSO and Latino Arts 
Strings launched a 
partnership in 2006. 

The Milwaukee Youth Arts Center was 
renovated in 2021, allowing thousands 
more young people to experience  
the arts. 

MYSO’s Community Concert Series, 
which began in 2005, offers 25 free 
concerts each year to 6,000 area school 
children, engaging them in performances  
by their peers. These concerts include 
an educational component, teaching 
young audiences about the instruments 
and music they’re hearing.  

MYSO’s Bucket Drumming program, 
at the Boys and Girls Clubs, began 
in 2015. 

MYSO expanded its 
Progressions program 
in 2022. 

MYSO moved into the  
Milwaukee Youth Arts  
Center in January 2005. 

MYSO offered a fourth regional  
String Orchestra rehearsal  
option, String Orchestra Central,  
at the Milwaukee Youth Arts 
Center, beginning in 2005.

20072004 2009 20122005 2015 20212006 2022 20222003–04 2005 2005

Photos by Nick Havlik, Michelle Hoffman, 
Melissa Klein, Emily Lukasek,  
Mark Frohna Photography, Ron Oshima, 
Ramlow-Stein, Joshua Tebo
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Since 1956, the Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra (MYSO) has been nurturing, challenging, and inspiring 
young minds through music, profoundly changing lives and our community for the better. MYSO has grown 
from one orchestra and 30 students to become one of the largest and most respected youth orchestras in the  
country. Each year, MYSO serves nearly 1,000 young musicians, ages 8–18, who come from more than 200 schools, 
90 zip codes, and as many as 14 counties throughout southeastern Wisconsin. We reach an audience of 25,000 
through 150 public performances.

Our programs include more than 40 ensemble and enrichment training options, ranging from symphonies, string 
orchestras, jazz and steel bands to music theory, composition, international tours, and more, providing high quality 
experiences for students of varying skills and experience.

The importance of MYSO as a catalyst for youth development and community change has not gone unnoticed. In 
the 2015–16 season, MYSO received the National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award, the country’s highest 
honor for after-school youth arts and humanities programs, presented by the President’s Committee on the Arts 
and the Humanities.

MYSO is a proud founding member of the United Performing Arts Fund and is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

For more information about MYSO and its many programs, please visit myso.org.

Amy Croen, Chair; 
Geneva Capital Management  
(retired)

Myra Edwards, Chair Elect; 
Milwaukee Health Department

Kris Best, Treasurer; BVK

Gregory Kliebhan, Assistant Treasurer; 
Marquette University (retired)

Jennifer Mattes, Secretary; 
Komatsu Mining Corp

Tino Arvanetes, PNC Bank

Maribeli Ayala, Johnson Controls 

Brian Bear, MD, Medical College of 
Wisconsin, Marquette University

Krista Brookman,  
Northwestern Mutual

Richard Buchband,
ManpowerGroup, Inc.

Erik Eisenmann, Husch Blackwell LLP

Patricia A. Ellis, EdD,
Milwaukee Public Schools

Timothy Frautschi,
Foley & Lardner (retired)

Lisa Froemming,
Ascension Wisconsin (retired)

Mark Goldstein,
Goldstein Law Group, S.C.

Larry Hisle, Milwaukee Brewers

John Hunzinger,
Hunzinger Construction

Nathaniel Lynn,
The Lynn Group Mortgage Company

Anitra Riley,
ManpowerGroup Foundation

Andrew Sajdak,
Stan’s Fit For Your Feet

Rachael Selley, Johnson Controls

Stephanie Seymour,
Michael Best & Freidrich LLP

Julie Steinhafel,
Community Volunteer

Lauren Vollrath, Baird

Jan Wade, WISN TV

Rick Walters, Hal Leonard LLC 

Barbara Wanless
Steinway Piano Gallery

Les Weil, Les Weil Consulting

Dashal Young,  
State of Wisconsin Office of Urban 
Development Department of  
Children and Families

Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra 
2023–24 Board of Directors

About MYSO  | 
Board of DirectorsFinancials

2023–24
($000s)

...sustaining our  
mission via  
administration
5%

...amplifying our  
mission via  

fundraising 
8%*Includes unrestricted investment income  

of $38k
**Board and Donor-restricted investment 
earnings restricted for strategic investments, 
financial assistance and scholarships.	
	
Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra is 
a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation. Our 
financial statements are audited annually  
by Wegner CPAs, LLP.

Revenue
Contributed	 $	  3,264
Earned*		  1,353
Restricted Investments**		  939
UPAF		  404
Other		  2

Total	 $	 5,961

Expenses

Programs	 $	 3,038
Administration		  164
Fundraising		  279

Total	 $	 3,481

Net Assets

Total Revenue less Expenses	 $	 2,481
Net Assets, Beginning of Year		  8,979

Net Assets, End of Year	 $	11,460

Source of Functional Expenses 
$3,481

The good you do by...

Sources of Revenue 
$5,961

Contributed 
55%

Earned* 
23%

UPAF
7%Restricted 

Investments**  
16%

...powering our mission via  
programs 

87%
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E N E RG I C O  
Energetic, strong
$400,000+
Anthony Petullo  
United Performing Arts Fund

A P PAS S I O N ATO
Passionate
$100,000–$399,999 
Clair & Mary Baum
The Burke Foundation

M A E S TO S O
Majestic
$20,000–$99,999
Anonymous 
Laura & Mike Arnow
Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
Tim & Sue Frautschi
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Harri Hoffmann Family Foundation
Margarete & David R. Harvey
Herzfeld Foundation
Johnson Controls
Lynde & Harry Bradley Foundation
Milwaukee Recreation Partnership  
	 for the Arts & Humanities

Scott & Lynn Molitor
National Endowment for the Arts

Wisconsin Arts Board with  
	 funds from the National  
	 Endowments for the Arts

C O N F U O C O
With fire
$10,000–$19,999
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder 	
	 Charitable Trust
Charles D. Jacobus Family 	
	 Foundation
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
George & Jill Fahr
Francie Luke Silverman Foundation
The Frank & Lucille Puncer 	
	 Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation –  
	 Adelaide F. Banaszynski  
	 Memorial Fund
J. Thomas Hurvis 
Jerome & Dorothy Holz  
	 Family Foundation
Krause Family Foundation
Elaine & Gerry Mainman

Milwaukee County Cultural 	
	 Artistic & Musical Programming  
	 Advisory Council

Erik & Carol Moeser
Ralph Evinrude Foundation, Inc.
The ROS Foundation
Roger & Sally Ruggeri
Michael Schmitz
Dave & Julie Uihlein
William N. & Janice V. Godfrey  
	 Family Foundation
Windhover Foundation

VIVAC E
Lively
$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (4)
Anon Charitable Trust
Astor Street Foundation
Donald & Donna Baumgartner
Ken & Kris Best
Tony & Andrea Bryant
Bobbi & Jim Caraway
Tony & Jodi Consiglio
Croen Foundation, Inc.
Digicorp, Inc.
Sandy & George Dionisopoulos
Linda Edelstein
Dr. Jeff Edelstein
Jim & Andrea Emling
The Frieda & William Hunt  
	 Memorial Trust
Greater Milwaukee Foundation –  
	 Margaret E. Sheehan Memorial 	
	 Fund
Joanne W. Hulce & Susan  
	 Hulce Cerletty
Katie Heil 
Kim & Pete Jankowiak
Maihaugen Foundation
Manpower Group Foundation Inc
Brian McCarty, MD
Lisa & Michael Miksich
Milwaukee Arts Board & Wisconsin  
	 Arts Board, with funds from the 	
	 State of Wisconsin

Nancy M. & Douglas M. Yeager 	
	 Family Foundaton
Peck Foundation, Milwaukee LTD
Craig & Mary Robyn Peotter
Tony & Beverly Petullo
PNC Foundation
Michael R. and Joan G. Potter
Michael Van Handel
Lauren Vollrath
We Energies Foundation
Steve & Sarah Zimmerman

A N I M ATO
Animated
$2,500–$4,999
Tino & Penny Arvanetes
Brian & Laurel Bear, MD

Ted & Janice Blum
John & Marilyn Breidster
James & Diane Brown
Brown & Brown
Richard Buchband & Betsy 	
	 Rosenblum
Cedar Street Charitable  
	 Foundation
Sue & Curt Culver
Davidson & Harley Fund, Inc.
Dal & Jackie Drummer
Elmbrook Rotary Foundation
Ernest & Sally Micek Family 	
	 Foundation
Lisa A. Froemming
Barbara D. Froemming
The Gardner Foundation
Dr. Michael & Susan Goldstone
Mark & Stephanie Goldstein
Steve & Becki Prunuske
Greater Milwaukee Foundation –  
	 Judith A. Keyes Family Fund
John & Marci Hunzinger
Husch Blackwell LLP
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation
Jayne J. Jordan
Mike & Mary Jordan
Tara & Darren Kozik
Karen & Fred Krammer
Dr. Karin Kultgen &  
	 Mr. Mark Kultgen
Christopher & Milagros LaBeau
Laskin Family Foundation
Ethan & Andrea Mahler
Jennifer Mattes
Jack & Jennie McGinnis
Robert & Barbara Monnat
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Olive & Eunice Toussaint  
	 Foundation
Joe & Michelle Phillips
Faye Scheil
Settlers Club of Wisconsin
Mark & Julie Steinhafel
Dick & Susi Stoll
Mark & Christina Toth
Weiss Family Foundation
Wilson Family Foundation, Inc.
WISN TV
Kinga & Kris Zadlo

CA NTA B I LE
Lyrical
$1,000–$2,499
Anonymous 
Abbot Charitable Foundation
ACMP Foundation
Arzbaecher Family Foundation
Maribeli & Luis Ayala
Baird Foundation
Penny Becker & Mark Vance
Douglas & Molly Bell
Brico Fund
Adam & Krista Brookman
Patricia Cadorin
Mark & Linda Carlson
Erin Casper Borissov
Bob Coletti & Karen Hung

Maelynn Colinco, M.D.
Roxana & Justin Cook
Tom & Lynda Curl
Linda Czestler
Nancy Debbink
Delta Omicron Foundation
John Edelstein
Myra Edwards
Thomas Ellis
Foley & Lardner LLP
Richard & Alex Graber
Greater Milwaukee Foundation – 	
	 Milwaukee Music Scholarship 	
	 Fund
Sigrid Gullickson Jablonka  
	 & Roy H. Jablonka
Gustav & Gladys Kindt Foundation
Hal Leonard Corporation
Steve & Stephanie Hanock
Cindy Harris
HH Camp Foundation
James & Laura Holtz
Hunzinger Construction Company
Scott & Elizabeth Idleman
J. Jeffers & Co.
David & Tracy Jahnke
Amy S. Jensen
Arthur & Jackie Josetti
Alyce Katayama
Greg & Linda Kliebhan
Jason Kohout
Christine Krueger
Mary Lacharite
Betty & Jay Lauck
Jun Li
Randolph Lipchik
Lubar Family Foundation
Ken-David & Melinda Masur
Ascaris & Antonio Mayo
James M. Meier
Theodore & Kelsey Molinari
Peter & Deborah Musante
Rick & Jen Niederstadt
Jane Noskowiak
Ron Oshima & Kari Oshima 	
	 Gunderson
Richard & Lois Pauls
PNC Financial Services
Prescient Financial Solutions
Beatrice Pronley
Fran & Steve Richman
Robert W. Baird Inc.
Thomas J. Russell, MD
Steve Russ
Kathleen Ryan
Sabljak & Budisch
Chuck & Kristin Severson
Stephanie Seymour
John Shannon & Jan Serr
Dennis Sheahan
Carter & Pamela Simmons
Dave & Sara Sinense
Joan Spector
Amy Sporich
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP
Steinway Piano Gallery
Kent & Marna Tess-Mattner
Linda & Gile Tojek

Richard Walters
Wolohan Family Foundation
Donald & Marian Yoder
Mark & Evonne Zalewski

C O N E S P R E S S I O N E
With expression
$500–$999
Anonymous (4)
Joel Agacki
Helmut & Sandy Ammon
Forrest & Tracy Anderson
Danielle Baerwald
Jean Becker
Theresia Becker
Cassie Bonneau
Scott Bowe
Camille A. Lonstorf Trust
Richard Christenson
Michael Cleary
Joe & Lisamarie Collins
Cathy & Mario Costantini
Dean & Emily Crocker
Peter & Mary Diotte
Peter Eash-Scott
Eileen & Howard Dubner Donor 
Advised Fund of the Jewish  
	 Community Foundation
Patricia A. Ellis, Ed.D
Rachel Enright
Brian & Pat Falk
Fidelity Charitable
Matt & Theresa Field
Firefly Family Dentistry
Dean Fitzgerald
Grand Mesa Strings Publishing
Greater Milwaukee Foundation – 
	 MacDowell Club of Milwaukee 	
	 Fund
John & Tameica Greene
Bill & Lisa Henk
Charles & Heather Kahn
Dr. Joan Kojis
David & Sarah Kolo
Emma & Alexander R. Kunz Sr.
Doug Lady
Paul & Eileen LeFort
Rachele & Bob Lehr
Eric Larson & Susan Lewis
Michael & Deb Linley
John & Linda Mellowes
Lindsey Moloney
Brian & Liz Nett
Kathy Nusslock
Bruce Osgood
John & Nicole Pienkos
Platinum Systems
Mark & Anne Plichta
Alan & Carol Pohl
Anoop Prakash
Gerald Richter
Chuck & Connie Roedel
Chris & Angie Roloff
Tom & Jennifer Rose 
Eric & Katie Rozek
Andrew & Natalie Sajdak
Jim & Susan Sajdak
Steve & Lynne Schley

Jakob & Kirstine  
	 Schoerring-Thyssen
Mark Schwertfeger
Julie Scott
Tim & Kristine Seymour
Valerie & Scott Siemon
Gita Sinha
Soik Family
Jake Spitz
Carlton Stansbury
Kyle & Kimberly Starasinich
Valerie Stein
Jack Sutte & Audra Zarlenga
Jim & Pam Truax
Monica & Brahm Vasudev
Margie Vehrenkamp
Paul & Lynn Veldhouse
Craig Wesemann
Del & Kim Wilson
B Wnuk

G R A Z I O S O
Gracious
$250–$499
Anonymous (11)
Dave & Linda Atkinson
Paul Baerwald
Lucy Bahn
Donald Beane
Rachel Best
Paul & Marna Bestul
Deborah Block
Bostik, Inc.
Dan & Joellen Braach
Joe & Barb Brooks
Martha Brown & Tony Lam
Janine Brzezinski
Burton & Audrey Strnad Donor 	
	 Advised Fund of the Jewish  
	 Community Foundation
Beth & Andy Cleary
Venus Coates
Betty Collins
Chuck Collins
Clover Collins
Hermione Collins
Mama Collins
Papa Collins
Lanny & Tina Curtis
Joel Davel
Janet Day
David & Linda DeBruin
Don & Mary Demet
John Devalkenaere
T. Arthur & Valeria Downey
Carol Dox
Drumming by Bob!
Steven & Elizabeth Duback
Ted & Beth Durant
Thomas & Linda Dvorak
William & Juanita Edington
Dean Einerson
Erin & Patrick Elliott
Kari Eskridge
Raquel & Steve Filmanowicz
John Florsheim & Lindy Yeager
Kathryn Flynn
Jon Fong
Bob Foster
Lucia Francis
Matt & Marie Friedli
Michael Gauger
Fred & Lela Getelman
Jessica & Amir Ghaferi 
Steve Glynn & Kristin Settle
Brad Grady
Jen Graetz
Grandpa & Grandma Hille
Cliff & Corine Gribble
Nicholas & Danita Hahn
Joel Harris
Paul & Kathy Hartke
Ed & Doris Heiser
Jacqueline Herd-Barber
Margaret Hernandez
George & Nancy Herro

Bill & Valarie Hess
Hupy & Abraham
Thomas & Patricia Jester
Joyce Kaiser
Jessi & Trip Kildow-Dougherty
Scott & Ellen Knowles
David & Diane Knox
Michael & Patricia Kremin
Lois Krewinghaus
Joseph Kutchera
Christina Land
Eric & Linda Lanke
Manny Lara
Gail & Mike Lauer
Jennifer Leedle
Elliot & Eva Lipchik
John & Susan Logan
Andrew & Emily Lukasek
Thomas Mallmann
Mandi Maronn
Vincent Martin
Christina Martinez
Cynthia McCormick
James & Sandy Metzger
Mike Mihopulos Piano Tuning
Patrick & Mary Murphy
Christine Murr
Joe & Cathy Murray
‘nalytix LLC
Daniel Neely
Jack & Kim Nelson
Nicole Nelson
Mark Niehaus
Elias & Claudia Ochoa
Sharon Olecheck
Randall & Pamela Penn
Dale & Barbara Pforr 
Jon & Sue Phillips
Jan Pirozzolo-Mellowes
Marguerite Pycha
Bunny Raasch-Hooten
Vani Ray
Ben & Kristin Rehberg
Rachel Rich
Jonathan Richter
Steven & Rona Rindt
Jen Sadauskas
Ziad Salameh
Cheryle Schleeter
William Schmidtgall
Carol & Charles Schroeck
William & Annemarie Scobey 
Polacheck
Rick & Julie Seybold
Russ & Barb Simpson
Nathaniel & Yael Stein
Erin Stilp
Linda Strommen
Ann Tesmer
Chad Tessmer & Sarah Siegel
Thomas W. & Nancy A. Florsheim 	
	 Trust
Sara Tikalsky
Steven & Denise Trinkl
Bradley Uelmen
Jill & Todd Van Calster
Stephen Vang
Terry & Ladene Veldhouse
Wauwatosa West Orchestra 	
	 Parents
Joel Weinberger
M. Darlene Wilson
Raymond Wilson
Paul & Sandy Wysocki
Clara Yu
Michael & Eileen Zei
Joan Zepecki
Shuang Zhao

I N K I N D S U P P O RTE R S :
America’s Action Territory
Battle House Tactical Laser Tag
Brown Deer Lanes
BVK
Casey’s General Stores
Christine McGee

ComedySportz
Concord Chamber Orchestra
Drew and Mary Pat Michels
First Stage
Franklyn Esenberg
Furniture and Appliancemart
Glaze
Green Bay Packers Give Back
Melissa Le
Haggerty Museum of Art
Howard G Mullett Ice Center
Jewish Museum Milwaukee
Joyce Kaiser
Kendra Scott
Koss Corporation
Lake Geneva Ziplines and Ad-
ventures
Melissa Le
Michael Becker
Milwaukee Art Museum
Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee Public Museum
Milwaukee World Festival Inc
Mister Car Wash
Next Act Theatre 
North Point Lighthouse  
	 Friends, Inc
Qdoba Mexican Eats
Racine Zoological Society
Renaissance Theaterworks
Roger and Sally Ruggeri
Schlitz Audubon Nature Center
Shirley Klauser
The Bartolotta Restaurants
The Cheesecake Factory
Tom Edelstein
Vicki Jensen
Waukesha County Department  
	 of Parks and Land Use
Waukesha County Parks 
Wisconsin Timber Rattlers
Xray Arcade

G I F T S I N H O N O R O F: 
Lilly Beane 
Donald Beane

Owen and Julia Bell 
Cheryle Schleeter

Kara Berquist 
Allen and Kristin Ibsen

Kayla Brennan 
Judi Strout 

Ernest Brusubardis III 
Emily Schuhmacher 

Ben Celikay 
Recep and Amy Celikay

Julian Cortright 
Kenneth Long

Sarah Downes 
Garry and Molly Vandekieft

Elliot Ecoff 
Robin Ecoff

Linda Edelstein 
Richard and Ann Petersen 
Linda Strommen

Linda Edelstein and  
	 Carter Simmons 
Joshua Richman 
Juchuan Wang

John Emanuelson 
Dolores Emanuelson

Monroe Emling 
James and Sandy Metzger

Zindzi Frederick 
Bruce and Cathy Bush

Michael Gauger 
Michael Zahn

Eli Hoffmann 
Elizabeth Hoffmann

Margarete and David Harvey 
David and Diane Knox

Nolan Abbott Henderson 
William and Julie Henderson
William Schmidtgall

Emily Honigman 
Matt and Christine Annin
Liisa Church
Congregation Shalom

Charles Johnson 
Donald and Marian Yoder

Jayne Jordan 
Sara Jordan

Jayne Jordan and Mike Jordan 
Jon Helminiak

Mike & Mary Jordan 
Sara Jordan

Sean Kabara 
James Kabara

Evelyn Kenny 
Sarah Gibson

Kyra, Helene, and  
	 Alexis Krenitsky 
John and Loreta Krenitsky

Mike Krofta 
Mark and Linda Carlson

Vera LeFort 
Paul and Eileen LeFort

Alex Lewis 
Barbara Luke

Luke Martin Murray 
Joe and Cathy Murray

Everyone at MYSO 
Brahm and Monica Vasudev

Gabrielle Peck 
Mareta Grimm
Jay and Joanne Peck

Joseph Phillips 
Jon and Sue Phillips Family Fund

Finnian Quigley 
Charles and Louise Quigley

Fran Richman 
Steven and Elizabeth Duback

Connor Rossi 
Kathryn Procknow

Katherine and Michael Seybold 
Patricia J. Seybold

Chris and Billi Dawn Schoggen 
Ann Hammonds

Marianne Scobey 
Annemarie Scobey-Polacheck

Nichola Signatur 
Thomas Norton

Carter Simmons 
Paul Baerwald
Elizabeth Hoffmann
Jayne Jordan
Mike and Mary Jordan
Randall and Kay Shrader
Linda Strommen
Michael Van Handel
Del and Kim Wilson

Ellie Snsen 
Tiffany and Jeff Snsen

Mark Salvator Stein 
Mark and Patricia Stein

Jack Sutte 
William and Lorraine Buehler

Anthony Sturino 
Paul and Kathy Hartke

Mark Vanderbuilt 
Glenn and Sandy Busch

Les Weil 
Harriet Rothman

Les Weil and Jodi Peck 
Bill and Becky Komisar

Sam Wittmann 
Cynthia Edling

Our Two Daughters Who  
	 Enjoyed Being in MYSO 
Thomas and Sandra Gold

G I F T S I N M E M O RY O F: 
Nicola and Consiglia  
	 D’alessandro 
Dave and Linda Atkinson

James and Florence Edelstein 
Jeff Edelstein

Jerome Franke 
Karen Franke
Alexander George

Krista Gullickson 
Roy Jablonka and 
Sigrid Gullickson Jablonka

Randal “Rand” Harteau 
Thomas and Jean Dorlack
Melodie Fox
Bill and Lisa Henk
Diane Konjura
Brittany McCollum
Mary Kay McGarrigle
Michael and Kelly Thill
Rachel Zuffa

Charlotte Patton Johnstone 
Rochelle Weaver

Robert Jursik 
Thomas and Judith Kurtin

Jerome Kaiser 
Joyce Kaiser

Julian Lewis 
Amy Reichert
Kristin Sanden

Roger Nelson 
Sara Wagner

J. Randall Potter 
Jennifer Potter
Michael R. and Joan G. Potter

Robert O. Schlytter,  
	 Marion C. Schlytter, and  
	 Robert B. Schlytter 
The ROS Foundation

Alison Singewald 
Scott F. Singewald

Marcia Solvsberg 
Sally Rondeau

Bernard Stepner 
Paul Thorgaard

Doris Stepanski 
John Devalkenaere

Rick Walters 
Dean and Emily Crocker
Janet Day
Carol Dox
Patricia Dulka
Hal Leonard LLC
Cindy Harris
The Jahnke Family

Donations to MYSO are the crucial funding source that allow us to nurture, challenge , and inspire young minds, 
profoundly changing lives and our community for the better. We are tremendously grateful for these important gifts.

This list recognizes gifts of $250 or more that were received in the 2023–24 year (from July 1, 2023 through  
June 30, 2024). We encourage you to contact Emma Kunz, Philanthropy Operations Manager, with questions or 
corrections—or to learn how to make a much-appreciated gift to MYSO.

Thank You
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