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Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra (MYSO) 
celebrates 60 years of inspiring confident, creative  
and collaborative young people from diverse back-
grounds through music. We nurture commitment, 
responsibility and dedication to others in order to 
create beautiful stories in sound together. With our  
donors’ generous support, the 2015–2016 season 
was filled with musical opportunity: 

11-Day International Tour: Continuing a long 
tradition of touring, our Vienna-Budapest tour 
took 93 students to some of the world’s finest and 
storied concert halls. We were fortunate to be 
able to offer the gift of travel through scholarships 
for 23 students on the tour. Our young musicians 
performed in four concert halls, which included:

•	 Vienna’s Musikverein, inaugurated in  
1870 and the site of the annual Vienna  
New Year’s concert.

•	 Budapest’s Béla Bartók National Concert 
Hall, opened in 2005 and ranked among the 
top five concert halls in the world with its 
outstanding acoustics. 

Frank Almond, Concertmaster of the Milwaukee 
Symphony Orchestra and our 2015-2016 Artist- 
in-Residence, was the featured soloist on tour.

National Arts and Humanities Youth Program 
Award: We proudly accepted the 2015 National 
Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award, the 
nation’s highest honor for out-of-school arts and 
humanities programs. This award recognizes our 
innovative Community Partnership Programs 
(CPP) which were launched in 2003 to support 
students with barriers of access to music study. 

“Each of these programs is  
using achievement in the arts 
and humanities as a bridge to 
achievement in life.” 

- First Lady Michelle Obama, 2015 National Arts and  
Humanities Youth Program Award presentation ceremony

Today CPP serves approximately one third of our 
1,000 students in direct music training through 
diverse programs in classical, jazz, Latin and  
steel pan ensembles.

Inaugural Pathways to Success Gala: Our first 
Pathways to Success Gala brought MYSO musicians, 
families and guests together to celebrate our 
national award, our artistic excellence and our 
60th anniversary. Our guests, many of whom 
were newly introduced to our organization and 

our home through this fundraising event, casually  
circulated through the Milwaukee Youth Arts 
Center while talented musicians from our  
Community Partnership Programs in Jazz 
Studies, Calypso and Soca (steel pan band) 
and Progressions (strings) performed. We were 
thrilled with the success of Pathways and plan  
to make this an annual event.

Shelby Keith Dixon Retires: Senior Symphony 
Associate Conductor Shelby Keith Dixon retired 
in May 2016 after 32 years of service. Mr. Dixon 
helped establish Progressions, MYSO’s intensive 
string orchestra program for City of Milwaukee 
students in 2003, and served as its inaugural  
administrator for two years. His dry wit brightened 
many rehearsals and discussions at MYSO!  
We are eternally grateful to Mr. Dixon for his  
dedication and substantial contribution to our 
young musicians and the organization.

Sincerely,

Welcome

Myra Edwards, City of Milwaukee, Office of the Mayor
Patricia A. Ellis, Ed.D, Marquette University
Mike Fischer, Quarles & Brady LLP
David Frank, PNC Bank
Timothy Frautschi, Foley & Lardner LLP (retired)
Dennis Garrett, PhD, Marquette University (retired)
Mark Goldstein, Goldstein Law Group, S.C.
Patricia Hanz, Briggs & Stratton Corp.
Troy Hilliard, Reinhard, Boerner, Van Duren S.C.
Renee Johnson, WE Energies
Greg Kliebhan, Marquette University (retired)

Paul Mathews, Marcus Center for the Performing Arts 
Jennifer Mattes, Johnson Controls  
Jamshed Patel, Foley & Lardner LLP
Craig Peotter, Robert W. Baird
John Pienkos, Husch Blackwell LLP
Patrick Rath, Aurora Health Care
Andrew Sajdak, Stan’s Fit for Your Feet
Matthew Sauer, Northwestern Mutual
Kent Tess-Mattner, Schmidt, Rupke, Tess-Mattner & Fox, S.C.
Michael Van Handel, Manpower Group
Christine Williams, Marcus Hotels & Resorts

Linda J. Edelstein,  
Executive Director

Mike Jordan,  
Board Chair

Milwaukee 
Youth Symphony  

Orchestra  
2015-16 Board  

of Directors
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…while building crucial life skills.

Percentage of MYSO Community Partnership Program students  
who developed their skills in three core areas

MYSO’s Purpose: 
We empower young people from diverse backgrounds  

to joyfully pursue musical excellence…
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As a nationally-recognized youth arts programming 
organization, we see bright futures in the making 
every time our students pick up their instruments. 
MYSO’s Community Partnership Programs exist 
to open these possibilities to urban students with 
barriers to access to music study. Two of our 
talented young musicians, cellist Malik Johnson 
and violinist Domingo Pasillas-Velazquez, have 
embraced music as life, finding their own unique 
inspiration through MYSO. These high school 
students are poised to make a difference in the world.

Malik Johnson:  
Creating His Own Beats, with Cello 
Back in third grade when Malik joined MYSO’s 
Progressions Program, he wasn’t excited about 
music. “It wasn’t cool to carry my cello at school, 
and I didn’t tell my friends,” he says. “I stuck with  
it because I didn’t want to disappoint my parents 
and teachers. Sometime in these last 10 years,  
I started playing music for me.”

Today, as a senior on scholarship at Pius XI  
High School, Malik writes his own melodies and 
uses technology to create fresh new music that 
integrates cello and hip hop. With music software, 
Malik records his own cello performance, then 
loops and layers short sections while he plays 
over the top. “In MYSO I learned to pursue many 
forms of music. My dream is to be a professional 
cellist and a music producer or sound engineer.  
I can’t imagine doing anything else.”

Malik is among the first students to complete the 
entire Progressions journey, moving up through 
several orchestras to Senior Symphony, the highest 
level, as his musical skill has grown. Malik notes 
that his experience as a section leader has helped 
him become a better communicator. Working to 
learn harder pieces of music has taught him time 
management. Malik mentors younger MYSO  
students, and represents MYSO with performances 
in the community. He also participated in the 
Vienna-Budapest tour and traveled to the White 
House to accept the National Arts and Humanities 
Youth Program award on behalf of MYSO.

“When people see pictures of me with First Lady 
Michelle Obama, they tend to believe that I was 
being recognized for my own talents, and that’s not  
the case. There are so many people who work hard 
every day to keep MYSO and its programs a success, 
and I was just blessed to be a part of MYSO’s journey. 
I’m honored to call myself a musician here.”

Domingo Pasillas-Velazquez:  
Connecting through Classical Music 
Though Domingo started violin lessons at age 
three, his passion for classical music didn’t emerge 
right away. Homeschooled with his three siblings 
in West Bend, his dreams were of sports or law 
enforcement. When he moved to Milwaukee at 
age 13, Domingo was accepted into MYSO and 

things changed. MYSO made ensemble music 
education financially accessible and provided 
private teaching support. 

“My MYSO teacher said, ‘I heard all of your  
notes, but not a story.’ At that moment, my  
playing changed. I began to understand that  
music is a language with the power to connect  
all of us. She encouraged me to see music beyond 
something to practice. It really opened a door,”  
he adds. “Music allows us to express human 
 experiences we all go through.”  

Now a junior in high school, Domingo has 
immersed himself in classical music, and there 
are not enough hours in the day for him to spend 
playing, learning, and exploring the background 
and stories of Beethoven, Bach and other classical 
composers. He notes that he has developed 
leadership and collaboration skills, discipline and 
perseverance. He’s learned that hard work in daily 
practices can lead to larger achievement. 

Domingo’s younger siblings have also joined 
MYSO. They frequently play as a quartet for  
weddings and graduations. The family’s strong 
faith encourages them to play music to serve  
others. Domingo’s favorite venues are nursing 
homes, hospices, and correctional facilities  
because he believes that God moves through  
music. “I see how my grandmother who suffers 
from Alzheimer’s lights up when I play for her. 
That’s what music is all about!”

“My experience with MYSO has changed what  
I see for my future,” he adds. “My ideal would be 
balancing performances—in the most beautiful 
concert halls as well as schools and nursing 
homes—with teaching in a place like MYSO.”

Photo of Domingo Pasillas-Velazquez  
by Victor Domingo Velazquez

MYSO Musicians Who Make  
a Difference in the World

Malik Johnson

Domingo Pasillas-Velazquez

“My teacher at MYSO said to me, ‘I heard all of your notes, but not 
a story.’ At that moment, my playing changed. I began to understand 
that music conveys emotion, that it is a language with the power to 
connect all of us.” - Domingo Pasillas-Velazquez
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SOURCES OF REVENUE 
$2.1 MILLION

MYSO Revenue 2015-2016

Expenses totaled just under $2 million, resulting in  
slightly positive net ordinary income.

Assets in the investment portfolio totaled  
$6.1 million as of June 30, 2016.

*Investment revenue represents dividend and interest income, net of realized gains and losses.

7% 

19% 

42% 

32% 
Earned:

Contributed:

UPAF:

Investments:*
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ENERGICO  
Energetic, strong
$400,000+
United Performing Arts Fund

APPASSIONATO
Passionate
$100,000 - $399,999
The Burke Foundation

MAESTOSO
Majestic
$20,000 - $99,999
Alfred and Isabel Bader
Bader Philanthropies
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Hal Leonard Corporation
The Hearst Foundation
The Johnston Family
Lynde and Harry  
 Bradley Foundation
Richard and Ethel  
 Herzfeld Foundation

CON FUOCO
With fire
$10,000 - $19,999
Baird Foundation
 

Tim and Sue Frautschi
Margarete and David R. Harvey
Johnson Controls Foundation
Ladish Co. Foundation
Maihaugen Foundation
Milwaukee County Cultural  
 Artistic and Musical  
 Programming Advisory Council
National Arts and Humanities  
 Youth Program Awards, an  
 initiative of the President’s  
 Committee on the Arts  
 & the Humanities

National Endowment for the Arts

Wisconsin Arts Board,  
 with funds from the State  
 of WI and the NEA
 

VIVACE
Lively
$5,000 - $9,999
Anon Charitable Trust
Anthony and Andrea Bryant
Linda Edelstein
Edith Olsen Music Foundation, Inc.
Greater Milwaukee Foundation,  
 Adelaide F. Banaszynski  
 Memorial Fund
Madeleine and David Lubar  
 (Lubar Family Foundation)
Mae E. Demmer Charitable Trust 
Paul Mathews and  
 Colleen Fitzgerald
Jennifer Mattes
NoVo Foundation
Olshan Outreach  
 at Bayshore Town Center
Jamshed and Deborah Patel
Greg and Marcia Peterson
PNC Foundation
We Energies Foundation
William N. and Janice V. Godfrey  
 Family Foundation Trust

ANIMATO
Animated
$2,500 - $4,999
Briggs & Stratton Corporation
Sue and Curt Culver
D’Addario Foundation
David & Julia Uihlein  
 Charitable Foundation
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
Ernest and Sally Micek  
 Family Foundation
Mike Fischer and Elaine Griffin
Philip Flynn and Lois Grace Golde
The Gardner Foundation
Goldstein Law Group, S.C.
Greater Milwaukee Foundation,  
 Dyar Fund (other funds)
Guaranty Bank
Patty Hanz and David Feiss
Johnson Controls Inc.
Jayne Jordan
Will and Beth Kubly
Kuehl Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald E. Mainman
Manpower Foundation, Inc.
Milwaukee Public Schools  
 pARTnership for the Arts

Peggy Ann Family Foundation
Craig and Mary Robyn Peotter
Potawatomi Hotel & Casino,  
 Heart of Canal Street
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
Kent and Marna Tess-Mattner
Michael and Judy Van Handel
Tom and Anne Wamser
Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C.

CANTABILE
Lyrical
$1,000 - $2,499
Affiliated Products, Inc.
Alfred Cahn Revocable Trust
Robert and Amy Arzbaecher
Ken and Kris Best
BMO Harris Bank
John and Marilyn Breidster
Briggs & Stratton  
 Corporation Foundation
Jim & Bobbi Caraway
Erin Casper Borissov
C.T. Anonymous  
 Philanthropic Fund
Davidson and Harley Fund, Inc.
Sandy and George Dionisopoulos
Elmbrook Rotary Foundation
Franklyn and Barbara Esenberg
Foley & Lardner LLP
Dave and Anne Frank
Barbara D. Froemming
Dennis Garrett
Greater Milwaukee Foundation,  
 Milwaukee Music Scholarship  
 Fund
Scott and Linda Haag
Glen and Claire Hackmann
Harold and Ravenna Helson
Troy and Elizabeth Hilliard
Roy H. Jablonka
Peter and Kim Jankowiak
Amy S. Jensen
Renee Johnson
Mike and Mary Jordan
Gregory and Linda Kliebhan
Randolph Lipchik and  
 Ravenna Helson
Andrew and Emily Lukasek
M&I Foundation, Inc.
Marcus Hotels and Resorts
Menasha Corportion Foundation
Milwaukee Arts Board and  
 Wisconsin Arts Board,  
 with funds from the State  
 of Wisconsin

Erik and Carol Moeser

Bob and Barb Monnat
Northern Trust Securities, Inc.
Lois and Richard Pauls
Peck Foundation, Milwaukee LTD
Anthony Petullo Foundation
Betty Potokar
Austin and Heather Ramirez
Patrick and Tracy Rath
John and Angela Rhee
Steve and Fran Richman
Sally Rondeau
Matt and Betsy Sauer
Carter and Pamela Simmons
Soik Family
Summerfest Foundation, Inc.
Drs. Tim and Anna Trotier
W. Robert and Jane E. Stuelke  
 Charitable Trust
Les Weil and Jodi Peck
Christine and David Williams

CON ESPRESSIONE
With expression
$500 - $999
Helmut and Sandy Ammon
Baird Foundation
Barnes & Noble 
 Booksellers, Bayshore
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bickelhaupt
Boomerang Carnet, Corporation  
 for International Business
California Pizza Kitchen, Inc.
Camille A. Lonstorf Trust
Maelynn Colinco, M.D.
Corix Utilities
Christine Culver
David and Linda DeBruin
Seth and Ellen Dizard
Jarrod and Josie Dornbach
John and Tamara Dunn
Myra L. Edwards
Elaine B. Eisner
Erv’s Mug
Anne and Dean Fitzgerald
Lisa A. Froemming
G-Brock’s Auto Repair
GE Foundation
Mark and Stephanie Goldstein
Greater Milwaukee  
 Association of Realtors
Greater Milwaukee Foundation,  
 Bill & Gwen Werner Fund  
 (other funds)
Paul and Ellie Jacobson
Kohl’s Department Stores, Inc.
Jim and Sue Koloske
Lapp Family
Ethan and Jill Lenz
Mr. and Mrs. Linley
M Group Events LLC
Jack and Joan Malin

We are tremendously grateful for these important gifts to MYSO, which support 1,000 young musicians, 40 ensemble and enrichment programs, and allow 
our programming to be as affordable and accessible as possible.

This list recognizes gifts of $250 or more that were received in the 2015-16 fiscal year (between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016). Our apologies for any omissions 
or errors. We encourage you to call Development Director, Emily Lukasek, at 414-267-2952 with questions or corrections—or to learn how to make a 
much-appreciated gift to MYSO.

Our Deepest Thanks to  
Our Generous Donors
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Marcus Corporation Foundation
Kathleen and Charlie Marn
Frederick Martin
Janet H. Matthews
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel J. McCarty
Messmer Catholic Schools
Momentum Partners LLC
William and Camille Mortimore
Susan Orlando
William, Challa and Sam Patchett
Pegasus Partners LTD
Perlick Corporation
Matt and Katie Phillips
John and Nicole Pienkos
Rockwell Automation
Dr. Thomas J. Russell
Salawdeh Law Office, LLC
Kevin and Carol Schuele
Joan Spector
Dr. James E. and Cynthia Stoll
William Strom
Jack Sutte and Audra Zarlenga
Ms. Julia Taylor
Glenn and Kathy Turco
Reny Varghese
Drs. Hongsheng and Jessica Zhu

GRAZIOSO
Gracious
$250 - $499
Accurate Basement Repair
Steve and Elizabeth Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Arbuckle
Rachel and Mark Ayulo
Ted and Janice Blum
James and Anne Borland
Robert B. and  
 Elizabeth M. Bradley
Brass Bell Music Store
David and Barbara Bresnahan
Martha L. Brown
Dr. Mary Jo Brown and  
 Fred Lautz
Deron and Pamela Butler
Jeff and Rachel Callies
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Cieslewicz
Colder’s Furniture and Appliance
The Corry Family
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Curtiss
John and Sharon D’Amico
James, Veronica and  
 the Daniel Family
Mr. and Mrs. David Dirksmeyer
Darrell and Sandra Dobbs
Bob and Marion Dopke
E. Gierach and Son, Inc.
Daniel and Christina Eichmeier
Ms. Libby Ellinas
Dr. Patricia Ellis
Jim and Caryn Esten
The Fitzpatrick Family

Penny Forrest
GFWC-WI Junior Woman’s Club
Ruth Gosse
Clay and Eliz Greene
Clark and Kathy Gridley
Dr. Karin Hague
Peter and Lindsay Hammerer
Rev. & Mrs. Stanley Hanna
Island Orchard Cider
Dr. Marc W. Jacobson
Jamey Aebersold Jazz
Amy Klemmer
Korinthian Violins
John and Donna Krasovich
Donald and JoAnne Krause
Fran and Paul Kritzer
Mr. & Mrs. Kutsch
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Labott
Eric Larson and Susan Lewis
Trien and Van Anh Le
Jean S. Lindemann
Elliot and Eva Lipchik
Todd and Sara Martin
George L.N. Meyer  
 Family Foundation
David and Amy Mikec
Bill and Patricia Moren
Motorola Solutions Foundation
Travis and Elizabeth Mueller
Srikrishna Mylavarapu and  
 Sailaja Kamaraju
Derek and Norine Nazareth
Joel and Donna Nettesheim
Ogden & Company, Inc.
John and Lyda Osinga
Adam and Laura Peck
Pediatric Dermatology and  
 Laser Center
Alan and Marjorie Poorman
PyraMax Bank
Bunny Raasch-Hooten
Steven and Rona Rindt
Rocky Rococo Restaurants
Rotary Club of Milwaukee  
 North Shore
Andy and Natalie Sajdak
Jim and Susan Sajdak
Mr. Miguel Sanchez &  
 Mrs. Nilda Cordero
Steve and Lynne Schley
Craig and Loree Simuncak
Don and Bonnie Simuncak
Nita Soref
Arlen and Bette Stern
Audrey Strnad
Mrs. Rebecca Tan
Denise Thill
Jim and Pam Truax
Mr. Gregg & Dr. Tami Ulatowski
Cungeng and Dourong Yang
ZS LLC

FRAN’S FUND
Baird Foundation
Linda Edelstein
Mike Fischer and Elaine Griffin
Cristina D. Hernandez
Peter and Kim Jankowiak
Mike and Mary Jordan
Nancy and Arthur Laskin
Drs. John and Theresa Liu
MGIC Investment Corporation
David and Susan Rieder
Steven and Rona Rindt
Dr. Thomas J. Russell
Julie Tolan and Mark Wiesman
Christine and David Williams
Andy and Carlene Ziegler

MEMORIAL GIFTS
In memory of:
Coreen Ali 
Jeremy and Afton Baier

Stephanie Butler 
Deron and Pamela Butler 
Ms. Donitha Butler

Maxine Canada 
Thomas Dinkins and  
Pamela Canada-Dinkins

Joan Conway 
Steve and Kathy Neufeld

Nicola and Consiglia  
D’Alessandro 
Dave and Linda Atkinson

John Dilkey 
Joan Dilkey

Florence Edelstein 
CSAA Insurance Group 
John Edelstein

Grandpa & Grandma Engelking 
Thomas Engelking

Jim Frisch 
Fran and Paul Kritzer

Ruonong Hou 
Susan Shiau

Quinn Johnson-Harris 
Jay and Bridget Sandlow

John W. King 
Ron and Sue Blemberg

Sandra S. Kuehn 
Jeffrey and Susan Knutson

Tele Lesbines 
Mary Alex 
Frank and Kay Borkowski 
Mary Claire Collins 
David Halling 
Helen Xenelis Hamilton  
 and James Hamilton 
Nicholas Lesbines  

Bettye Nimmer 
Gabriel and Athena Nisotis  
Strato and Alice Xenelis

Harriet Mineo 
Jayne Jordan

Nancy Nash Wall 
Kaye W. Hoffman

Molly Nichols 
Anonymous

Robert A. Peterman 
Beth R. Peterman

Dean Potokar 
Betty Potokar

Canella Psiropoulos 
Valerie Psiropoulos

William Reiser 
Chris and Susan Hullin

Harriet Russell 
Dr. Thomas J. Russell

Lila Schablowsky 
Kenneth Schablowsky

Jennifer Sengpiel 
Allen and Diane Sengpiel

Great-Grandpa Stone 
Debbie and Jerry Briggs

Jack Windsor Jr. 
Margaret Windsor

Shirley Winkowski 
Jane Adams 
Lillian Bednarski 
John and Jean Boray 
Maryruth & Joseph Burkart 
The Cowles Family 
John and Ellen Ekes 
Arlene Finn 
Randy and Melissa Hernke 
Pat Hladilek 
Rita-an Kiely and  
 Ed Gillman 
Mary Pelner and Mary Rau 
Alma Grace, Karen &  
 Bob Petersen 
Michael Vater

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS
Allen Edmonds Corporation
Avalon Graphics
Linda Babe
Beans & Barley
Bel Canto Chorus
Betty Brinn Children’s  
 Museum
Board Game Barrister, LLC
William and Sharon Braun
Classic Slice Pizza
Clearwing Productions
Colectivo Coffee

ComedySportz
Concord Chamber  
 Orchestra
Cooper’s Hawk Winery  
 & Restaurants
Frederick and Amy Croen
Danceworks Incorporated
DEVON Seafood + Steak  
 at Bayshore Town Center
Einstein Bros. Bagels
Fiddleheads Coffee
Florentine Opera
Gracious Events
Green Bay Packers
Larry Hoffman
Koss Stereophones
Lloyd and Sheri Levin
Milwaukee Art Museum
Milwaukee Ballet
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee County Zoo
Milwaukee Repertory  
 Theater
Milwaukee Symphony  
 Orchestra
MKE Sports  
 & Entertainment
Julia and Peter Murphy
Oconomowoc Arts Center
Outpost Natural Foods
Linda Pedraza
The Pfister Hotel
Pizza Shuttle
Present Music
Jaynie Rench
Saz’s State House
Joan Schroeder
Skylight Music Theatre
South Milwaukee  
 Performing Arts
Ben Spicer
Stone Fire Pizza
Carl Storniolo
Waukesha County Parks
Wisconsin Athletic Cub
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MYSO is one of the most successful and respected youth orchestra programs in the nation,  
regularly recognized regionally, nationally and internationally for artistic excellence.  

With 1,000 young musicians from urban, suburban and rural communities throughout  
southeastern Wisconsin and northern Illinois, it has become one of the largest  

organizations of its kind in the United States.

MYSO’s programs foster critical thinking skills, creativity and collaboration through  
a constellation of high quality ensemble options, Community Partnership Programs and  

enrichment activities. Students of all backgrounds have opportunities to participate  
in symphony and string orchestras, and jazz and steel pan bands, as well as music theory,  

composition and international tours. Every ensemble provides high quality musical  
experiences to students at various skill levels. 

MYSO’s Community Concert Series offers more than 25 free concert performances  
annually to 5,000 area children, engaging them in a peer-to-peer performance  
by a MYSO ensemble. The Concert Series, along with MYSO performances in  

many communities, brings the love of music into all our lives.

myso.org

325 West Walnut Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 

414-267-2950

Instrumental In  
Changing Lives Since 1956. 


